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August 10", 2020

Dear Parents, Guardians, and SD 54 Employees,

| hope you are taking time to relax this summer and | hope that we experience some nice weather
between now and school start up. The first day for student attendance is set for Wednesday
September 9™,

Recently Dr. Bonnie Henry and Education Minister Rob Fleming announced a plan that enables
Kindergarten through Grade 12 students to return to school in September, with full-time in-class
learning, as the province moves to Stage 2 of British Columbia’s Education Restart Plan.

In this stage, students can expect regular face-to-face instruction. Minister Fleming also indicated
that in Stage 2 students will be assigned to learning groups. These smaller cohorts (60 for
elementary/middle schools and 120 for secondary schools) will reduce the number of in-person,
close interactions a student or staff member has in their school without requiring physical
distancing or limiting their educational options.

Please visit the Ministry of Education public website which contains more details on the stages
of return and information on learning groups:

https://www?2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/education-training/k-12/covid-19-return-to-school

School District Staff is currently updating our health and safety guidelines and our return to
school plan to meet the requirements of the Ministry of Education and the Provincial Health
Office. During this process, District Staff will be consulting with Principals and Vice-Principals,
Teacher and Support Staff employee groups and First Nation partners. We will also rely on our
experience and feedback we received from our staged return to class that we experienced in May
and June of last school year.

When our plans receive Ministry approval we will make them available to the public on or
before August 26,

Sincerely,

Mike McDiowmid
Superintendent of Schools


https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/education/administration/kindergarten-to-grade-12/safe-caring-orderly/k-12-education-restart-plan.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/education-training/k-12/covid-19-return-to-school

